transmission companies are looking for innovative

ways to reduce the environmental impact, speed the
movement of product from field to refinery and save
money in the process. One such service company doing
exactly that is Flexpipe Systems, a Calgary-based manu-
facturer of flexible, spoolable, composite pipeline.
Recognizing that steel, by its very nature, is subject to cor-
rosion, the Flexpipe Research and Development team
devoted two years to creating and refining a composite

I n the new era of oil and gas production, producers and

pipe that is as strong as steel but as corrosion-resistant as
plastic. The result of Flexpipe’s focused research: an eco-
nomic, easy-to-install, patented product of strength and
durability that is changing the way pipelining is done in
the industry.

Flexpipe addresses the urgent need of the industry,
whether installing new pipeline or replacing damaged
pipeline, to provide a viable, composite alternative. The
recent shutdown of the Prudhoe Bay oilfield in Alaska due
to a 26-kilometre stretch of damaged pipeline illustrates
how time consuming, expensive and debilitating corro-
sion can be. BP says it could take months for Prudhoe Bay,
which was producing 400,000 barrels (bbls) per day of
crude oil, to re-open completely following the replace-
ment of the damaged pipeline.

Regan Davis, president and CEO of Flexpipe Systems,
says that the cost producers incur from corrosion and its
resultant leaks and spills is horrendous. While operators
could avoid corrosion with plastic pipe, they can only do
so in applications with pressure typically rated to 300 psi.
Flexpipe introduced a 300 ANSI (750 psi) pipe to the
industry in early 2003 and a 150 ANSI (300 psi) in late
2005. Since that time the company has been helping cus-
tomers lower their costs by 30 per cent to 50 per cent
over traditional installations.

Davis came to Flexpipe with an engineering back-
ground, plus the experience of running a private oil and
gas service company. Before that, he had 12 years working
for a major oil and gas producer in Calgary.“How ironic that
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